Paul Wozniczka

PTC 601

Written Assignment #1

The Role of the Blogger


The independent blogger is a source of both opinion and information.  The primary concerns of blog readers are the validity and overall nature of the information.  I feel the independent blogger has more potential than the corporate CEO giving updates about his company’s most recent purchase.  In order to understand the independent blogger, it is important to discuss his or her roles. These roles include, but are not limited to, the designer of trends, the vlogger, the social and political commentator, the religion vs. science commentator, the anonymous “insider,” the whistleblower, the life narrator, the research linker, the freelance professional, and the person that just like to start a “flame war.”  Each of these roles has an audience.

The designer of trends is the blogger that either develops or improves upon a template, or perhaps even a stand-alone application.  This person is important because he or she is a trend setter.  They may come up with an idea that makes blogging easier for the average user, and as a result, their product is used by many and the blogger/developer’s reputation grows in a positive direction.  An example of this is the original developers of Wordpress, or even that Tom guy from Myspace.  The design may also provide a user with more aesthetic qualities to be added to their blog, whether it is a small animation or video clip.  This brings the discussion to the vlogger.

A vlogger is a blogger with audio and video.  This person has the ability to express themselves through an enhanced visual domain: video.  In this way, the independent vlogger is communicating on a more personal level, eliminating the typical anonymity that most bloggers will take.  Vlogging has also been aided by websites such as Myspace and YouTube, where users may upload any video (as long as it is not copyrighted and does not have certain “adult” qualities, otherwise it is removed by moderators).  The next role is probably one of the largest that I have noticed while browsing the internet for independent blogs.

The social and political commentator tends to be one of the most prevalent on the internet.  The problem is, most of them do nothing very useful. They tend to let their emotions claim the best of them, while ranting on why they hate our President or another political figure or social issue (healthcare, abortion, gay marriage, and immigration seem to be the most prevalent).  This blogger is similar to the one that discusses issues relating to science and religion, whether it is a devout Catholic discussing his or her take on Creationism, or a scientist who is stressing evolution and atheism.  These aforementioned bloggers have large audiences because they are undertaking popular issues.  What better way to gain publicity (or at least internet notoriety) than by discussing the “hottest” news?

The anonymous “insider” is often punished for his or her actions.  They tend to be a professional, such as in Information Technology, and they work at a large company, such as Apple.  They hear information about things happening “behind the scenes” and discuss it on their blog.  They tend to be anonymous about the information because, in some cases, people lose their jobs for sharing information that is considered confidential.  The insider might have a role beneficial to honest business practices if they choose to become a whistleblower.

A whistleblower tends to be anonymous, but sometimes, this is not the case because the “culprit” may be narrowed down by the true offenders.  The role of the whistleblower is to bring unfair or unjust actions to public attention.  Many of these people sacrifice their positions because of releasing certain information, but I feel it is because they want a clean conscience.

The life narrator is a blogger that decides to chronicle their everyday life, such as with a LiveJournal.  They will blabber on about what time they woke up and what they ate for dinner.  I feel this makes up a majority of independent bloggers: writers without talent.  This is not to insult them because they too have the right to discuss whatever is on their mind.  They tend to have much smaller audiences, such as close friends and family, where they share personal comments and photos.  These are just the average people that wish to express some sort of opinion on the internet, with minimal concern if the audience is small.

I feel the next two roles are the most significant: the research linker and freelance professional.  The researcher will discuss whatever they are studying, researching or observing and provide their information on the internet to share with others in the community.  I find that these bloggers should receive much credit because they are independently sharing information.  They are broadening the discussion board or chat room because anyone may view their findings.  I wish to place myself into this category because I love to learn.  It could be the newest technique in Dreamweaver, or some new medical study on prostate cancer prevention; it does not matter to me.  I like to learn about what is being studied in the public domain, especially in a respected blog, instead of the typical anti-everything ranter that will be discussed in the final role of the independent blogger.

The freelance professional should also receive credit because he or she is a professional in the field, such as the research linker.  The difference is they are more associated with business and career advice, rather than a specific research topic.  I, for example, was a technical writer intern.  I feel I learned a great deal, but I would like to know more about the profession.  I only know a few technical writers on a personal level, but by reading blogs of other “tech” writers, I may learn even more about the profession, and even the corporation they represent.  They may also be a source of where not to work.  For example, I was searching for a part-time job and came upon several blogs that complained about a particular company. After reading these negative responses, I decided to turn down the position because I decided it was not an intelligent move.

The final role of the blogger is the most prevalent: the person looking to start a “flame war.”  This “battle” is when someone discusses a controversial topic either in an ignorant manner, or they receive an ignorant response.  These comments are like adding fuel to the fire, hence the term, “flame war.”  I feel most people do this for attention, but they are clogging the internet with garbage.  They tend to ramble on and on about irrelevant issues, probably creating their own evidence.  These are the independent bloggers that must be avoided.

Overall, I feel that blogging is an essential tool in the modern world because of the domination of the internet.  Technology has brought the world’s inhabitants closer together, and there is potential for the sharing of incredible, helpful information, in infinite supply and capacity.  The corporate blogger probably previews his posts and has it checked by multiple sources before it is posted, adhering to a company’s policy or other rules.  The independent blogger may post whatever he or she desires, but it is up to them to maintain a desired reputation.  Due to the fact that they are free to post whatever the want, they have the edge over the corporate blogger.  They will probably have more readers in the end as well.
