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1. Discuss how elements such as focal point, contrast, figure/ground and orientation (or any others from the lecture) are utilized. 

To me, Hopper’s painting exudes a very somber, quiet mood.  There are two main figures in this painting, but I feel the woman is the focal point because of the way the light reflects off of her. The light shades of yellow contrasting the remaining darkness of the room also emphasize this as the focal point, whereas the shadow on the man drives the viewers’ eyes away from him.

Due to the contrast of the light, the figure of the woman stand’s out as the focal point. She is orientated in the middle of the painting, a typical spot for a focal point in art. Hopper was known as a realist painter, and this painting displays his skills at presenting a daily scene.  
There is also a lack of grouping in the painting. Each person and object is alone in their own area. The woman is sitting with her coffee or tea; there is another table, but empty. The clock is in the corner, and there is also a plant on the window sill.

2. Also, imagine a grid placed over this painting: how does Hopper use his placement of the elements to influence the movement of the viewer’s eyes over the painting? 

The placement is ungrouped, as mentioned in the previous question. There are mostly straight lines: the building, the tables, windows, and the clock, but there is a large diagonal line that contains the sunlight entering the room. The figure/ground orientation of the woman allows the viewer to quickly view the contrast of her and the light. She is also placed in the center of the piece.

3. Now take a look at the finished painting. How would you describe the mood in the final version? Is it different from the sketch? What role does color and/or light (contrast, tone…) play in creating the effect in the final version? 

The larger sketch, with the seats and silhouette of the woman does not show me the mood as well as the smaller sketch of the woman. He emphasizes her folded hands in the sketch, so it is obvious he was trying to focus on this. 
The final version seems more depressing than the sketches because there is a wide range of dark colors. The woman looks attractive and is well-dressed for perhaps a date, but she is sadly waiting for someone to show up, perhaps her date. The rest of the crowd is watching the film, but she is sadly on the side waiting. The empty seats near her also emphasize this sad theme.

The final version would not be complete in achieving its theme, if it were not for the colors Hopper chose. The theater is dark while the movie plays, but on the other side, the source of light above the woman may symbolize hope, in that she’s in the light, avoiding the dark, perhaps optimistic of her evening. The tone of her face and hands do emphasize my original thought of this being a sad and depressing painting.

